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The Cutler Lecture series was 
established in 1927 by James Goold 
Cutler of Rochester, New York, to 
provide an annual lecture at William 
& Mary by “an outstanding authority 
on the Constitution of the United 
States.”  The original series of 16 
lectures ran from 1928 to 1944.  After 
a period of dormancy, the Cutler 
lectures were revived in 1980/81 
under the auspices of the Law School, 
with each lecture published in the 
WILLIAM AND MARY LAW REVIEW. 
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Michael C. Dorf has written dozens of 
law review articles on constitutional law and 
related subjects. He is the co-author (with 
Laurence Tribe) of On Reading the Constitution 
(Harvard University Press, 1991), the co-author 
(with Trevor Morrison) of The Oxford 
Introductions to U.S. Law: Constitutional Law 
(Oxford University Press, 2010), the editor of 
Constitutional Law Stories (Foundation Press 
2004, second edition 2009), and the author of No 
Litmus Test: Law Versus Politics in the 21st 
Century (Rowman & Littlefield, 2006). Professor 
Dorf writes a bi-weekly column for Justia's free 
web magazine Verdict and posts several times 
per week on his blog, Dorf on Law. A graduate 
of Harvard College and Harvard Law School, he 
spent the year between college and law school as 
a Rotary Scholar at Victoria University of 
Wellington, New Zealand, playing rugby and co-
authoring three articles for refereed physics 
journals. After law school, Professor Dorf served 
as a law clerk for Judge Stephen Reinhardt of the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit and then Justice Anthony M. Kennedy of 
the Supreme Court of the United States. He has 
represented clients on a paid and pro bono basis, 
including a constitutional challenge to NAFTA in 
the D.C. Circuit and a defense of affirmative 
action on behalf of the Association of American 
Law Schools ("AALS") as amicus curiae in 
Grutter v. Bollinger in the U.S. Supreme Court. 
He was the main author of the AALS amicus 
brief in support of the winning side in the 2010 
Supreme Court case of Christian Legal Society v. 
Martinez. Before joining the Cornell faculty, 
Professor Dorf taught at Rutgers-Camden Law 
School for three years and at Columbia Law 
School for thirteen years. At Columbia, he was 
Vice Dean from 1998-2002 and when he left, 
was the Isidor & Seville Sulzbacher Professor of 
Law.  
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